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:y. Th* ability of to* Pr*«idmt 


Our pi*n* mud program* should provide a significant rang* of 
alternative 

forms of a thermonuclear war emergency, 3 ^. ^ ^ 

to select a response suited to the specific circumstances prevailing at . ; 

the time o£ hostilities should.enhance deterrence and could.pern»4 
United States and tte Allies, if central war occurred, to secure military 
civil and political outcomes markedly mors “ 
otherwise be expected. 

The attached draft of . „ . _ 

Security Policy reflect# current thinking on the goal#, criteria, and the 
nature of required capabilities for a posture permitting controlled, 
die criminating response. To the degree made feasible by progre 
toward the requisite capabilities, it should be possible concurrently 
to reflect in beslc policies and war plans provisions for incrM>*ed 
latitude in response options to thermonuclear war emergency* 
recent or currently programmed innovations as integrated operational * 
planning for strategic offensive forces, mobile alternate command posts 
at national level and below, the extension of the bomb alarm system and > 
the introduction of the Polaris system all land them selves to immediate 
exploitation in the Interests o£ greater strategic flexibility. We should 

be interested, therefore, not only the long-run improvement* of posture ^ ^ 

in this direction, but in pursuing opportunities for partial and pro- /.* 
gresslve development on a continuous basis, beginning as soon as possible* 
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... . • .•/• ..•■■•.■ >•• • . T'o. a, A. < ... 

• " • •> • 1 .*££*;rr4‘••'•’. • • «:••.."• *„•'*•.' ; i 

* - . • .r ••'•/ ~j * • ’W*y ' ,:? I ' -Sys ?;'?*•;• 

. :. Ths Joint Chief* of Staff are requested to cause the Director of 
'Strategic Target Planning to serutfnlae the current SlOP-62 and forces 
committed to its execution, and that appropriate unified and specified 

commanders similarly scrutinies their current we* plane covering • . 

atomic capable offensive forces not committed to the SIOP. R*eog-.:vrv^.,5'. : > i 
nising that these plan* already permit a variety of options keyed to>*T':; V; 
duration of warning; geographic discretion, constraints, and specifics ; ; V* . 

of weather and visibility, the objective of this scrutiny will be to provide ;S/; - '"T-'/n 

answers to the following questions* . . ^ ; 

a. la light of considerations in the attached paper and oi 1 such -V 
new capabilities as those mentioned above, to what specific’ extent might 

it be feasible in the near term to provide a wider latitude of options ; 

response to thermonuclear war emergency, assuming that any lmpedl* ':<£vC;C:.r'-jf’y-Y. ‘ ; l-, 

merits to this action embodied in the current National Strategic Targeting \ 

and Attack Policy were removed? wv 


;**/>>*] 
• ■ •'•tVnj* .K. 

v •* * 


c« If further desirable option* would depond < 
not currently programmed* would changes in 
at reaeonable coat and effort in the near term* and what specific actions 
would be necessary? S;^ v:?> ‘ 


d. What capabilities not presently programmed would be the 
principal requirements for a future posture permitting a 
variety of response options calculated to derive maximum advantage 
from any of the foreseeable circumstances under which central 
might occur? 


e. Are any other major problem# or difficulties foreseen, 
in light of the recognised necessity to avoid any disruption or reduction 
of current capabilities? 


mug. 

... ‘ . : 


REPRODUCTION OF THIS DOCUMENT 
IN WHOLE OR IN FART 1$ FROM IBITEO 
EXCIFT WITH PERMISSION OF THE 
ISSUING OFFICE, 




k .= 


• ■' *:■ ■■ ■ ■'. v i 

' ' ' 






05/19/99 14:39 FAI 202 994 7005 


NAT'L SECURITY ARCHIVE 



<2)006 


*-'V : ..«-c 


f&r, McNamara and I are particularly interested in assessment - ^ 

the pktMUttM lor early developmentof option trelleving selscted 
element* of ready forcee from I n it ia l attack assignments to permit' 
their retention a e uncommitted ready reserves; option a pcrmiitttag 
avoidance of attack! againet enemy urban* indue trial, population and 
governmental control centers aa such in initial attacks; options * - 1 

mitt in g exclusion from initial attack* to the extent feasible, ofonecr 

more member nation a of the Sino-Soviet Bloc without Ae'nwesattylfiS^^^^^’rf-Wr^^- 
replanning the balance of the attack; onions providing varying degrees ' > -• 
of adjustment in force posture 9 beyond those currently planned* dkirii ^ 
periods of critical tension; options permitting attacks against ready 
military strengths while minim la lag "bonus" damage to 
population and resourcer. S.v 
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Major National Security Objective* . , - V - 

... /;v v. ^ V *??: -V-^ >; * .••>./ ? ' V- - *‘‘ ^ 4 'W; f\"\" '... 

The *#curlty interest* of the United State* determine, at all time*, 

- • • • • . •; . 

multiple national security objectives. Each provides a distinct criterion 

. -.v =■ : ' • • /• v£ v • /•'*. ; •••••. 

< _ v f X a , J n J aA fk> • n nvuritl ml Ufa nnafnM ^ 



: ; 1, To deter any deliberate major nuclear assault upon the United 

States op Ita Allita, : vV , 

*. » ‘ ■< '■f fr : ££<*>•?* . ? 5* * * • v * ’^ v ' ’* 

. 2, To deter and counter attempts by the Sino-Soviet Bloc to ‘ 

; -r- . ! ' •-.: ’^vX^c** : ■?!•:: **• ■••*'•••• 1 •'■■ '"t ; Vv.: y /’ ••• 

extend Its political, military and Ideological influence by direct or indirect, 


>v-\. ,C 


t or use cf force. • U ; ^ 

■••■'*• • u,-.* ...... ' -X '■ " ■*■' ■•' .--''/v ; ^.v' ^ " • ..’ 4 / 

‘ - .*• - - »•. v..-* >^V: ■ v*V.V:V ,< i f - "; • -■ >• i>*$- 


overt or covert threat 

3, To reduce the likelihood of uncalculated, unpremeditated or U 

. *V /•■ . v ; . ‘ ... •• ..;•• " • .~ 

v‘» ■'" 1 •*. * ’’x 1 «■• 1 • k. : 

inadvertent nuclear attacks. To reduce the likelihood of accidente, mis- 
interpretation of incidents or intentions, false alarms, 



reduce the possibility that such events may trigger major nuclear 


4. To Inhibit and, if possible, to reverse the diffusion of .nuclear ;. v /■; 

1 to reduce the likelihood of nuclear attacks by minor nuclear powers^ ^>« y~' - :• 

• • • *>•* **.*.•: * * *•' 


weapons 

against the interests of the U,S,; and to reduce the possibility that such 


attacks may trigger major nuclear war. 

• 5. To protect U, S* security interests in any armed conflict 

involving U, S, forces which might occur. In particular] 
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